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Mr. Hoi well's for 1753, adding that it was all they imagined it requisit for
them to do as they esteemed any thing else the business of the Board; this
report is mentioned to be read on that day's Consultation, but not a single
observation made or resolution formed thereon; we are unwilling to suppose
this any other than an inadvertency, and in consequence shall depend upon
your next letters bringing satisfactory answers to our beforementioned
directions.
86.    It is true that the committee, in a report to the Board on the 2d
November previous to the sale of the farms, recommended the taking of the
dutys  upon some articles for the benefit of the poor, which produced a
regulation with regard to a ferry, but this has but a small connection with
the enquirys directed, does not invalidate what is mentioned in the preceding
paragraph.
87.   The difference in the amount of the Zemindary revenues, between
the  two cutcherry  years  you  mention, of rupees 21349-4-3  is more  than
accounted for by the difference of the credits from the gunge and the export
duty on grain owing as it is represented to the excessive dearness of grain at
Baker Gunge; under such circumstances we must always leave it to your
discretion to keep the duty of the gunge in your hands or otherways as shall
be most for the general good of the inhabitants as well as the Company.   The
prospect of a plenty of grain the succeeding seasons affords some hopes
however of seeing this branch of our revenues in your next statements in a
more advantagious light.
88.   Upon your representing that the 5 per cent duty on sale of houses
created   universal clamour and is esteemed very burthensome,  and that
therefore it will be more eligible to relinquish it, we do assure you and in
course all the inhabitants of Calcutta that we have a tender regard to their
ease and do therefore consent that the said duty be laid aside; at the same
time we cannot avoid taking notice of the insolent behaviour of Captain Durand
as tending to such a contempt of our authority as ought never to be borne;
your denying him therefore the Company's protection was a very proper
measure, more especially as we know of no license he has ever had to reside
in any place in India, but we hope it will induce others to behave to you with
the decency in future as may prevent any further complaints of this or any
other kind where our authority is struck at through the sides of you our
representatives; if Captain Durand continues to misbehave you have our
directions for sending him home immediately, as you are likewise any other
person or persons who shall be guilty of any kind of insolent behaviour and
contempt of your authority.
89.    By your letter of the 23th of February 1756, you seem to expect our
directions for resetling Patna factory by these ships, although at tie same
time you acknowledge you could not give your final judgment upon the
advantages of such a measure without informing yourselves of some very
material matters therein mentioned, which you say you had not then time
sufficient to do.   We observe that on the 22th December you directed some
statements to be drawn out necessary to form a judgment an this affair, they
were laid before you on the 9th of February, on die 16th Mr. Pearks^s* minute
is enteecb oir: Ccfflsultation referring to some recounts stated by Kin, tfie last
Df